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CC OUTLINES BEST PRACTICE FOR ECONOMIC SUBMISSIONS  
  
 
The Competition Commission (CC) has published a short document outlining guiding 
principles for parties to follow when submitting technical economic analysis to the CC as part 
of an inquiry. 

Over recent years the CC has received a growing number of submissions featuring complex 
economic analysis and expects this number to increase further in future. Whilst welcoming 
such submissions, the CC believes it would be helpful to set out some broad principles on 
what they should include. This will help parties make their submissions as effective as 
possible and save time and resources that can be wasted debating points and trying to 
understand methods.  

Whilst detailed economic analysis can be useful in helping the CC reach informed decisions, 
it also needs to be able to examine and test such analysis rigorously. The document, 
available at www.competition-commission.org.uk, therefore stresses that the CC needs to be 
able to understand how results are obtained as well as seeing the results themselves.  

Parties making submissions should outline and justify the methodology underlying their 
analysis, describe the techniques used and be prepared to supply relevant data so that the 
CC can replicate any analysis. Parties are also reminded that effective submissions should 
—as much as possible—be comprehensible to non-economists.  

CC Chairman Peter Freeman said:  

I hope that parties will take account of this document in their dealings with us 
and so contribute towards a fair and speedy process, which will be to the benefit 
of all concerned. 

Notes to editors  

1. The CC is an independent public body, which carries out investigations into mergers, 
markets and the regulated industries. 

2. Enquiries should be directed to Rory Taylor on 020 7271 0242 (email rory.taylor@ 
cc.gsi.gov.uk). 
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